GPANet 2009 Annual Meeting in Caux Switzerland

A meeting of the Genocide Prevention Advisory Network was held at Caux, Switzerland, on June 1-2, 2009, at the invitation of and with the active participation of observers and friends from the Swiss government. Some of the group members participated by video conference, as they were unable to attend in person. Three members excused themselves for objective reasons, although they expressed a desire to take part and were sorry not to have been able to do so.

Risk assessments of possible mass atrocity crimes or genocidal situations in various parts of the world were discussed, and the intention was expressed that early warning indications of such dangers should be further developed and explored. Informal contacts with decision- makers, including the relevant UN institutions and personalities, will be continued and as far as possible broadened. The meeting, last December, of a regional Latin American Forum to discuss genocide prevention, at the combined initiative of the governments of Switzerland and Argentina, at which some group members participated, was seen as one possible policy to move to as wide an inter-governmental consensus on prevention of mass vioence as possible. There is a hope that the same type of meetings will take place on other continents.

A number of specific areas of possible future outbreaks of mass violence were discussed, this time chiefly in Asia and Africa, with some mention of the Balkans as well. Prospects of international action in these cases were put on the table, and members undetook to investigate these further. Current cases of mass murder were discussed in some detail, with the intention of trying to find ways to stop them.

Among additional policies that were suggested were efforts at organizing international educational facilities for teaching about genocide and genocide prevention to government officials and media workers. Efforts should also be made to assure monitoring of developments in as large a number of countries and areas as possible in order to provide up-to-date information of possible threats, thus increasing the prospects of prevention.

For the coming year, group members expressed the intention to work on a 'tool-box' of possible non-violent preventive policies. It was decided to expand the group by adding suitable personalities from Asia and Africa. Our Swiss friends expressed their willingness to support the next meeting of the group in 2010, possibly in the US.

The atmosphere at the meeting was very friendly and productive, and sincere thanks were expressed by all participants to our Swiss hosts. Appreciation was expressed at the existence and usefulness of the GPANet website and its webmaster. 

(Summary compiled by Professor Yehuda Bauer)
 

